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work; in order that such philosophy might become the rule
of all human work, and that man might do naught but
by this science. Wherefore all, from their youth up, are
instructed by the Church in those things which pertain to
faith. And we ought to be far better instructed in the know-
ledge of Christ than we now are, from our youth up. For
God's Law should be read to children, that they might ever
grow accustomed to the truth of the faith, and especially the
simplest and most moral books of the Old and New Testa-
ment, even as some are now taught from Bibles in verse;
but it would be better that they should hear and construe
the Gospels in prose, and the Epistles, and the Books of
Solomon; since that versified Bible mutilates everything, and
is worthless.
For man should first be taught in those things which
pertain to the salvation of his soul, that he may grow ac-
customed always to go on from good to better; wherefore
the Jews, in their youth, learn first of all the Law of God.
Boethius also, Jn his De Disciplina Scolarium, teacheth that
boys should first be instructed in Seneca's works; which he
therefore saith (as Bede expoundeth) because those are moral
books, and boys should first learn from such as Seneca, Not
thus are they now taught, but in the fables and insanities of
Ovid1 and other poets, wherein all possible errors in faith
and morals are set forth,,..Wherefore our youth conceive evil
manners from their early days; and, when they have made ex-
perience of these things, they increase more and more therein*
...Wherefore, seeing that the multitude knoweth nothing of
this science [of morals] from their youth up, therefore men
have minds darkened and blinded which can never grow
except in vanities and falsehood, and in evil quibblings and
a most plentiful lack of wisdom* Hence it is that the multi-
tude of students neglect all that is fair and profitable in
philosophical science, and philosophy is perishing among us,
Nay, the very books of this science, by Aristotle and Avi*
cenna, Seneca and Cicero and other writers, cannot be obtained
without great expense, partly because their best books
1 Ovid is perhaps the claaaic most frequently cited by medieval writers,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